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WINTER BOARD MEETING 

ACADEMY OF ARTS, CAREERS AND TECHNOLOGY​
380 EDISON WAY, RENO, NV 89502​

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 2024​
9:00 AM​

 
Roll Call: ​ Members Present 

Kristina Carey, Member 
Clint Barnes, Member 
Tim Conley, President 
Scott Holcomb, Member 
Matt Mayhood, Secretary 
Sindie Read, State Director 
Arlene Lovino, Member 
Daniel Sylvester, Member 
Dawnne Smith-Craig, Member 
Kathie Smith, Member 
Fred Wright, Member 
 
 
Members Present via Video Conference 
Justin Munson, Member​

​ Alvin (Lee) Roberts, Member 
 
 
Members Present via Telephone 

​ None 
 

Members Absent 
Tristan Hays, Member 
Dr. Dana Ryan, Member 
​  
Guests Present 
None  
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MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 10:05 AM 
 
Introductions​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Information 
 
The members of the Board of Directors introduced themselves. 
 
Approval of Meeting Agenda​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Action 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MEETING AGENDA AS PRESENTED. ​
MOTION: SMITH CRAIG​ ​ SECOND: CAREY​ ​ VOTE: UNANIMOUS 
 

Approval of the Fall Meeting Minutes​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Action​
 

APPROVAL OF THE FALL MEETING MINUTES AS PRESENTED.​
MOTION TO APPROVE THE FALL BOARD MEETING MINUTES AS PRESENTED. ​
MOTION: WRIGHT​ ​ ​ SECOND: CAREY​ ​ VOTE: UNANIMOUS 

Year-to-date Financial Report​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Information​
 

Sindie Read reports that we are in the “black.” Membership is going well. Leadership earned 
$7,200 and the organization spent $5,000. Read says there have been no costs that have not 
been expected. Purchasing for the State Conference has already begun.  

Fall Leadership Report​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Information​
 

There were about 450 people who attended. We had two conferences, one in the north and 
one in the south. Tim Conley wanted to make sure in the future we gather data after the event 
to ensure success of the event. The largest complaint was the climate inside the building. One 
complaint we had was that the building, Clark High School, was cold. Attendees enjoyed the 
catered food from Chick-fil-a. Kristina Carey says there is a former CTSO-aligned person who 
owns a Chick-fil-a location in Las Vegas, we can go through him in the future. 
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Board Positions​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Action​
 

At the last board meeting, President Tim Conley notified the Board that he will resign and 
retire from the Board of Directors effective at the conclusion of the Winter Board Meeting. 

Dr. Dana Ryan informed the Board President, Secretary and State Director of her resignation 
effective January 5, 2025. 

Two people applied for membership to the Board of Directors. Samuel Couto applied in 
Region 1. Benjamin Stewart applied for Region 4. Nobody from Region 3 applied for that 
position.  

This is Lee Roberts’s last meeting as a board member from Region 4. 

MOTION TO APPROVE SAMUEL COUTO TO FILL THE REGION 1 MEMBER POSITION.​
MOTION: HOLCOMB​ ​ SECOND: WRIGHT​​ VOTE: UNANIMOUS 

MOTION TO APPROVE BENJAMIN STEWART TO FILL THE REGION 4 MEMBER 
POSITION.​
MOTION: MAYHOOD​ ​ SECOND: SMITH CRAIG​ VOTE: UNANIMOUS 

Clinton Barnes announced that he is returning to industry and will no longer be a teacher and 
therefore not qualified to fill a member position from Region 4. Tristan Hays suggested Clinton 
Barnes be moved to a Business and Industry member. Clinton Barnes indicated his desire to 
be a Business and Industry Member. 

MOTION TO APPOINT CLINTON BARNES TO A BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY POSITION.​
MOTION: SMITH-CRAG​ ​ SECOND: WRIGHTS​ ​ VOTE: UNANIMOUS 

Both Sindie Read and Tim Conley advised that we need more Business and Industry 
representation on the Board of Directors.  
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Arlene Lovino asked if there are any specific businesses we may want on the Board. Conley 
says there are no specific businesses. Kristina Carey brought forth a company which may be 
contacted. 

Board Elections​
 

President​
Matthew Mayhood and Fred Wright have nominated themselves to the President Position. 
Kristina Carey nominated Dawnne Smith-Craig on behalf of Tristan Hays. 

Discussion occurred regarding the three candidates. 

Summary Vote Details 

Matthew Mayhood 8 

Dawnne Smith-Craig 2 

Fred Wright 2 

​
VOTE TO ACCEPT RESULTS FOR PRESIDENT OF THE NEVADA ASSOCIATION OF 
SKILLSUSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS AS PRESENTED. ​
MOTION: SMITH-CRAIG​ ​ SECOND: WRIGHT​​ VOTE: UNANIMOUS 
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Vice-President​
Dawnne Smith-Craig named herself as a nominee. Kathie Smith nominated Fred Wright. 

A discussion occurred regarding the candidates. 

Summary Vote Details 

Dawnne Smith-Craig 5 

Fred Wright 7 

 

VOTE TO ACCEPT RESULTS FOR VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE NEVADA ASSOCIATION OF 
SKILLSUSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS AS PRESENTED. ​
MOTION: HOLCOMB​ ​ SECOND: MAYHOOD​ ​ VOTE: UNANIMOUS 

Secretary 

Kristina Carey nominates Dawnne Smith-Craig as Secretary. 

VOTE TO ELECT DAWNNE SMITH-CRAIG AS SECRETARY OF THE NEVADA 
ASSOCIATION OF SKILLSUSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MOTION: HOLCOMB​ ​ SECOND: BARNES​​ ​ VOTE: UNANIMOUS 

Matthew Mayhood thanked Tim Conley for his participation and leadership during several 
difficult years with limited budgets and COVID. 

Kathie Smith also thanked Tim Conley for this leadership. 
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Regional Contest 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Information/Action 

Douglas High School enrolled in Auto. There is one more student who needs to take the test. 

Dawnne Smith-Craig reports she has one student left to test as well. 

Tim Conley shared the history of the Auto Regional Contest and how it works. The formula to 
bring students from Regionals to State has always worked, but we need to revisit our formula 
to ensure there is equality as a result of the North beginning a new program. Dawnne Smith 
Craig says she does not suggest using a cut score to determine who goes to State. 

A conversation occurred regarding the formula process. 

Sindie Read wanted to make sure the Board of Directors is aware of the fact that students 
from the North will be participating that will affect the formula. 

Great Basin College has declined hosting the Welding Contest in the Northeast. Justin 
Munson will host the contest at his school, Carlin High School. 

State Conference 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Information/Action 

The Reno Bowling Stadium is hosting our social activity. 

The first Contest Chair meeting is January 28 at Academy of Arts, Careers and Technology. 
Matt McKay with Washoe County School District is managing the contest chairs. 

A discussion occurred regarding the use of the Professional Development Program (PDP) test 
as part of the contest score to align with the national scoring policy.  

MOTION TO USE THE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (PDP) TEST AS A 
PART OF THE CONTEST SCORE.​
MOTION: SMITH-CRAIG​ ​ SECOND: HOLCOMB​ ​ VOTE: UNANIMOUS 

 

Minutes 1-11-25​
Approved Date 07-14-25​

Page 6 of 15 



APPROVED B
Y B

OARD

​
MINUTES​

NEVADA ASSOCIATION OF SKILLSUSA​
SUMMER BOARD MEETING​  

National Conference 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Information 

The Nevada Delegation is staying at the Courtland Grand in Atlanta, Georgia. 

The National Leadership and Skills Conference is scheduled for June 23-27, 2024. In 2025, 
the dates change to June 1-5, 2026. 

Board Member Attendance​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Information/Action 

Sindie Read reminded the Board that they need to attend events. At Nationals, we need as 
many board members as possible to attend. 

MOTION TO ALLOCATE FUNDS FOR BOARD OR NEVADA SKILLSUSA STATE STAFF TO 
TRAVEL TO NATIONALS AND/OR STATE WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT IF THE 
FUNDS ARE NOT USED THEY WILL RETURN TO THE GENERAL BUDGET.​
MOTION: WRIGHT​ ​ SECOND: SYLVESTER​ ​ VOTE: UNANIMOUS 

Summer Meeting ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Information/Action 

The Summer Board meeting traditionally meets the day prior to the beginning of the Nevada 
Association for Career and Technical Education (NVACTE) Summer Conference. The dates 
for the conference are July 15-17, 2025. 

The Summer Board Meeting will be held on Monday, July 14, 2025 at 9 A.M. at Academy of 
Arts, Careers and Technology. 

MOTION: BARNES​​ SECOND: HOLCOMB​ VOTE: UNANIMOUS 

Other Business​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Information 

Kristina Carey reports the Office of Career Readiness, Adult Learning, and Education Options 
office is in transition to new leadership. The new structure is that they will not have 
cluster-specific and content-specific experience over the clusters.  

Craig Statucki is no longer the Director. The new Director is Anna Reynolds.  
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Carey reports the funding should not change for Career and Technical Student Organizations 
(CTSO). 

Kathie Smith thanks Kristina Carey for her role and work in the Nevada Department of 
Education.  

Kristina Carey encouraged student and advisor participation during the upcoming legislative 
session, so they are part of the discussion of budgets in an effort to help them understand 
how the legislature works. 

Senate Bill 45 will adjust the funding formula for Career and Technical Education in Nevada 
Allocation to provide funding per student enrolled in Levels II, III, AS and other 
complementary courses. 

The feasibility of returning the State Conference to Las Vegas is delayed as lodging has not 
been secured. Tristan Hays recommends that the State Conference be in Reno for the 2026 
conference. 

Sindie Read reports that she will have more free time to travel throughout the state for 
SkillsUSA Nevada business. Sindie Read reports that he contract has not been raised in 
several years. Read says the State Director position should be funded as a full-time position.  

Tim Conley reports the way the budget was created was around people and remaining in the 
black. He says it may be time to review the full budget and determine if we need to adjust 
financial allocation. Tim Conley asked Sindie Read to provide the Board with her budget 
proposal. Kristina Carey will provide some details from other CTSO. 

The Board will hold a budget workshop at the State Conference.  

Sindie Read reports the SkillsUSA Chapter at Arts, Careers and Technology wants to help a 
middle school launch a SkillsUSA Chapter at the middle school level as part of their service 
project. Tim Conley reminded the board of an ongoing concern being middle school travel and 
the limits surrounding their participation. 
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Great Basin College has asked to host the Fall Leadership Conference in 2026. Great Basin 
College is also in the preliminary stages of sending participants back to the state conference. 

Tim Conley reports that the messages from Mailerlite are not being received by various 
members. He suggests the organization search for a new mailing list system.  

Tim Conley thanks the Board. 

Meeting Adjournment​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Action​
MOTION TO ADJOURN MEETING AT 12:44 P.M. P.T.​

MOTION: SMITH​ ​ SECOND: HOLCOMB​ VOTE: UNANIMOUS
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